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INDIAN-CRISES PANEL
DISCUSSION MAY PROVE
LIVELY AT U OF MONTANA
MISSOULA—
A panel discussion Tnursday (Feb. 26) at the University of Montana may result
in a lively exchange of ideas about the nation’.; Indian crises and other racial problems.
The free public program begins at 8 p.ir. Tnursday in the UM Music Recital Hall.
The program is sponsored by the University’s Friends of the Library and will feature
eight panelists.
Arthur Deschamps Jr.

(pronounced Day Shaw), Missoula, president of the campus

Friends of the Library, said he feels "Thursday's program will serve as a valuable source
of information for current Indian problems" and may create "an awareness in the general
public regarding racial problems existing in the country today."
Included in the discussion will be material from a book entitled "Custer Died for
Your Sins."

The author is Vine Deloria Jr.

(Del or Eea), a Sioux from the Standing Rock

Reservation in North Central South Dakota.
Panelists will include four Indians and foui non-Indians.
One of the Indian panelists, George Harris, who is adviser-counselor for Indian
students at UM, said, "There is a great deal of value offered in the book, "Custer Died
for Your Sins.1’ The value relates to the 'now' generation."
Continuing, Harris said

"The growth and development of the Indian of today is the

result of the events described in the book.

Anyone reading the book should realize that

the American Indian 50 years ago was much deprived of education, leadership, financial
ability, etcetera, and that he is in a situation now, such that he can control, defend
and fight’for his own development and existence."
Harris is from the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming .
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'UIAN-CRISES PANEL--2
One of the non-Indian panelists, the Rev. Jonathan Nelson, pastor of the Lutheran
Stueent Center in Missoula, voiced Ills own feelings about the proposed content of
Thursday's discussion.
He said, "My hope for an evening like Thursday night is that there is some honest
conversation about the real, emotional and essential undercurrent which red, white and
black communities have to face in order to surv ve.
"In Missoula itself the problem of survival for us all is a very real one and must be
faced," fiie Rev. Nelson continued. "The Indian community is threatened with extinction, the
oJ'ck community suffers the strong currents of racism that are abroad in our town and
t’ " wnite COTrmunity is in danger of dying itself because its culture is falling apart at
th*' seams,"
ice

Rev.

Jie l.S.

Kelson said he feels "the 'melting pot' myth" should be dispelled and replaced
with a recognition that we are the home of many separate cultural communities."

*nt^ ans besides Harris slated to participate in the panel discussion inrlwd'-

v k eter

-nirlo of the Flathead Reservation, Evaro; Mrs. Thomas Yellowtail, a Crow Indian
*•'" _-^ii.wh0 is a member

the President's Council on Indian Education, and Gordon M.

Be j court of the Blackfeet Reservation, Browning, who is a UM law student.
Joining the Rev. Nelson as non-Indian panel members will be Dr. Carling I. Malouf,
an anthropology professor at UK; the Rev. Ulysses S. Doss, an associate professor of
humanities at UM who is director of the UM Black Studies Program, and Thomas R.
KcG-nley , Missoula, a UM graduate stuuent in pi Litical science.
Panel moderator will be Dr. H. Duane Hampton, an associate professor of western
'.Story at UM.
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